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ASBEC Newsletter – February 2011

New Member Update
ASBEC wishes to congratulate its newest member the University of New South Wales and invite them to our next Council meeting on the 2nd March 2011 in Melbourne.
ASBEC Call to Action on Cities
At the last meeting of Council it was agreed that a call to action on city planning and development would be prepared by the Cities for the Future Task Group.  It is nearly finalised and will be released to Council members prior to the Green Cities 2011 event.   A number of members have commented on the draft.  The statement will be used in material that we put before the Commonwealth Urban Policy review.
Green Cities
ASBEC is a supporter of Green Cities again this year.   Green Cities is being held from the 27th February to the 1st March 2011 at the Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre.
Key speakers include:  Jeb Brugmann (leading strategist and sustainable cities innovator), Bjorn Lomborg (a former environmental sceptic, now one of the top 50 people who could save the planet), Michael Green (award winning global architect) and Lisa Bate (Chair, Canada Green Building Council and leading sustainability architect).
ASBEC support for Green Cities also means some discounts for ASBEC members’registration; see the ASBEC events page for details.

ASBEC Council
A reminder that it’s that time of year again. ASBEC Council is on the 2nd March 2011 at the City of Melbourne.  This will be a full day event from 9am-5pm.
The agenda will be released prior to Green Cities.
If your organization would like to provide an update under the “Members Projects” item at Council, please advise Cally as soon as possible.

ASBEC Task Groups
Zero Emissions face to face meeting was held in Melbourne on the 16th February 2011 at the Sustainability Victoria offices.  Updates from other task groups to follow at Council.
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Australia’s emissions projections: released by Minister Combet today
Annual emissions projections released today by Minister Greg Combet, demonstrate that Australia’s emissions will rise steeply without decisive and effective new policy action.
The Department of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency report, Australia’s Emissions Projections, takes a detailed account of more than 30 policies and measures to assess the contribution of existing policies to reducing Australia’s carbon pollution. The report takes into account the Renewable Energy Target and measures which are part of the National Strategy on Energy Efficiency.
Link to the Minister’s press release: http://www.climatechange.gov.au/minister/greg-combet/2011/media-releases/February/mr20110209.aspx

Urban Policy and Population Strategy: Due 1 March
Our Cities sets out the Australian Government’s thinking on a national approach to urban development and the challenges we must address for our cities to become more productive, sustainable and liveable.
The purpose of the discussion paper is to frame the Australian Government’s policy approach to cities as the basis for a National Urban Policy to be released in 2011 and asks a series of questions to start the discussion with wider stakeholders. It will establish national directions and objectives for our cities as we prepare for the decades ahead and aims to stimulate a national discussion on the outcomes we need for our cities. Details can be found at: http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure/mcu/urbanpolicy/index.aspx
TheSustainable Population Strategy will consider the policies and programs required to ensure that we can shape and respond to changes in our population to build a sustainable Australia. The ultimate goal of the strategy is to improve the wellbeing of current and future generations through more effective recognition and management of the impacts of population changes, including the size, composition and location. Details can be found at: http://www.environment.gov.au/sustainability/population/consultation/index.html
Both submissions are due on 1 March 2011.
If your organization is providing a submission, please don’t forget to send to ASBEC for publication on the ASBEC website in support of the ASBEC Call to Action for Cities.
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Other Federal Government Submissions:
· Tenancy Lighting Energy Efficiency Assessment:  due 16th February
· NABERS Rating Expansion: due 18th February
· Tax Breaks for Green Buildings: due 18th February
· Review of Energy Efficiency Opportunities:  due 25th February
· Prime Minister’s Task Group on Energy Efficiency – consultations underway, submissions and further comment can be provided, no date set

Opposition’s savings alternatives to the flood levy
The Coalition has announced a proposed list of savings as an alternative to the flood levy due for debate in Parliament this sitting.
In it, the Coalition lists a series of programs to be either reduced or scrapped completely. One of these is the redirection of remaining funds from the Building Better Regional Cities program, which was in place to invest in additional housing infrastructure for regional cities.
The Coalition seeks to redirect the remaining balance of this program to the rebuilding infrastructure in flood-affected areas, with proposed savings of $103million over the forward estimates.
The good news is that most other sustainability programs at this stage appear to remain intact.

Obama Advances on Energy in his State of the Union Speech
A summary prepared by the Environment and Energy Study Institute is attached to this email.
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